
  

 

Intent 
Why love Drama? 
“In Drama the only thing that limits you is your imagination.” Mrs Millar 

What do students say? 

“I love drama because I can be whoever I want for a while. I believe drama gives me that step away 
from reality for a moment which is incredibly valuable to me. The greatest thing I’ve learnt would be 
the confidence to be comfortable with my own personality and to morph myself to cope well with any 
situation.” Jack 

“I love drama because I love developing characters and trying to empathise with others. I enjoyed 
developing as an individual through drama; it allowed me to express different views and place 
myself in someone else’s shoes. The most important thing I learnt was how to read, empathise and 
understand people in different settings.” Liam 

“…help children understand human experience from the inside out” 

“… to reach an answer because of the work they do rather than listening they have done” 

Dorothy Heathcote (British Drama Teacher, Director and Academic) 

Big Ideas in Drama 
The learning provides opportunities to research interpret and analyse the actions of human beings in 
various contexts: in essence what it is to be Human. Drama is all about problem solving and the way 
that lessons are structured give students experience of working under pressure, developing 
resilience and the importance of perseverance. The practical, collaborative nature of the subject 
provides a means of preparing students for the demands of their future lives in their interactions with 
others by developing their verbal communication skills and inter-personal relationships which mirror 
the school’s ETRICs.  

Why study Drama? 
To stimulate the imagination and allow students to explore issues and experiences in a safe and 
supportive environment.  

To look at part of the History of Drama and the impact it has on Performance Styles and Genre. 

To be able to appreciate the changing nature of the subject and how it constantly shifts as we add, 
edit, adapt to experiment with rehearsal and performance through making mistakes and reviewing 
practice. 

To promote self-esteem and provide all students with a sense of achievement regardless of 
academic ability. 

To develop transferable skills (Soft Skills) such as: teamwork, independence, resilience, working 
under pressure, memory, negotiation, compromise, reflection and empathy. 

The skills studied and developed in drama are key to the modern and professional world we live in. 
Due to the growth in the communication technology industry the need to be able to articulate and 
present your ideas with confidence across the world becomes more and more vital. Developing 
skills in presentation and self-confidence is now a key quality required in most if not all industries.  
Added to this the creative arts industry is one of the UK’s greatest exports around the world. 



  

 

“…to create more complete human beings who are critical thinkers, who have curious minds, who 
can lead productive lives.” 

Kelly Pollock (Lecturer and Businesswoman) 

Implementation 
Challenge 
Students learn how to work effectively as an individual and as a member of a group.  They develop 
their skills in co-operation, negotiation and compromise as they problem solve successfully together.  
Students will become more resilient in rehearsal being self-reflective and take the ideas of others 
into account in order to create work for performance.  They become able to accept and give positive 
criticism and apply this to further improve their work.   

Literacy 
Drama is part of the English National Curriculum and we mostly focus on spoken English and 
reading critically. 

In Key Stage 3 students are encouraged to discuss reading, writing and spoken language with 
precise and confident use of linguistic and literary terminology. 

Students are taught to speak confidently and effectively using Standard English I a range of both 
formal and informal contexts. Lessons are structured in order to give short speeches and 
presentations expressing their own ideas and opinions.  They are taught how to improvise, rehearse 
and perform play scripts and poetry. 

We explore a wide range of texts and authors looking at setting, plot and characterisation. In 
performance we demonstrate how dramatists communicate meaning and how alternative staging 
allows for different interpretations of plays. 

Vocabulary (Tier 2 & 3) 
Knowledge Organisers are used to support teaching of key words, ideas and practitioners 
explored in units.  These allow an easy way to begin to learn and reference the required 
vocabulary and knowledge to be a successful student of Drama. They are referred to in 
lessons and some homework. The terms cover skills and terminology introduced, spoken 
about, written and demonstrated in lessons.   

Numeracy  
Numeracy is addressed in Drama lessons.  For example, we use division to work out 
groupings for practical work depending on the numbers in the class and the needs of the task 
set.  We use prediction to work out how long rehearsal time we have in order for all groups to 
perform.  This depends on the size of the group and the complexity of the task set. 

At Key Stage 4 students have to perform that lasts a certain amount of time. They need to 
work out with others how much performance time they need to fit in with the requirements of 
the course.  When doing set design student need to be able to complete staging diagrams 
working out ratio and dimensions based on the stage they are designing for.  As Performing 
Arts is a vocational subject Key Stage 4 students will also need to be aware of how to work 
within in a budget for something like Touring Theatre. 

Links with other subjects 
Drama can reinforce the rest of the school curriculum. Since communication and empathy are 
central to Drama, a student who has explored life in the Drama classroom will be better able to 



  

 

understand ideas in History and Current Events. They will be able to put themselves into the shoes 
of figures in history and literature, to understand the way human beings interact. The link between 
Dramatic Arts and subjects such as English, History, Social Studies and related areas is obvious.  
The study of literature would be impossible without Drama.  There are important periods of our 
collective literary history in which virtually all of the surviving literature is dramatic.  

Drama can be used to promote Active Learning in any subject to give students a kinaesthetic and 
empathetic understanding as well as an intellectual understanding of a topic. The activity of Doing 
yields greater depth of understanding and marked improvement in retention.   

The curriculum is planned so the Drama lessons explore topics and themes our students are 
studying in other subjects, or to important social questions. In this way Drama accomplishes several 
goals at once enriching students’ school experience through one element of the Arts as well as 
reinforcing traditional values. 

Assessment in Drama 
Students will be given regular verbal feedback (both teacher and peer), they learn how to self-reflect 
and develop positive criticism skills in both verbal and written formats.  Assessment is done using 
observation of both Process and Performance.  Some assessments are completed in Workshop 
situations and others in more formal situations like performing a prepared scene from an existing 
play. 

Some careers that the study of Drama and Performing Arts:  

By nature, Drama is about working with people and empathy 

• Health and Social Care (Nurse, Occupational Health Worker, Probation Officer, Social 
Work, working in a Hospice or for a charity) 

• Journalism 
• Therapist / Counsellor /Psychologist 
• Teacher / Coach 
• Solicitor 
• Human Resources  
• Marketing Manager 
• Arts / culture and entertainment (actor, entertainer, stage designer, costumer designer, 

makeup artist, stage management, director, fight choreographer, engineer, producer, 
curator, historian, publicist, customer service, event coordinator and catering). 
 

  



  

 

Curriculum Map 
Subject Focus - Conflict and Dilemma 

 
Students study Performing Arts for one lesson a week in Year 8 and 9.  This is arranged in a way 
where students study one unit based on Music and then one based on Drama. 
 

Year 8 Skills 
  

Unit 1 - ‘Show me 
what you can do.’ 

Unit 2 - ‘The Terrible Fate 
of Humpty Dumpty’ 
Scripted 

Unit 3 - Greek Theatre.  The origins of 
Drama 

Student focused. 
Looking at the skills 
needed to create 
both a Devised and a 
Scripted 
Performance. 
 
How we understand 
the world around us 
and communicate it 
in Performance. 

Text based on a Youth 
Theatre Devising project 
on the theme of Peer 
Pressure. 
 
Looking at the Genre of 
Realism. We study the 
play in its entirety and 
culminates in the students 
learning a scene for 
performance. 

Historical unit that looks at where Drama 
started from and also Staging for both an 
Amphitheatre and Traverse performance 
area. We also introduce the use of 
Production Arts in particular Lighting and 
the impact it has on Performance. 
 
We also explore the work of The Chorus 
and sections of text from Antigone.  

 

Year 9 Development and 
Application 

  

Unit 1 - On the 
Streets/Homeless 

Unit 2 - Craig and Bentley. 
Drama based on real 
events 

Unit 3 - Acting Against Adult 
Advice 

We study current trends of 
Runaways and Missing 
People. Look at the opening of 
‘Stone Cold’ and motives for 
running away. 
 
We pay special attention to the 
Impact of Civil War and Street 
Children. 
 
We look at the Genre of 
Documentary Drama. 
 
The Practitioner of 
Stanislavskl is introduced. 
 
The students learn and 
explore the impact of research 
and knowledge on creating 
and devising drama 

We look at the Justice 
System and moral 
dilemmas. Also explore 
our opinions on Nature 
versus Nurture. 
 
Students focus on the 
skills of characterisation 
and developing a role. 
 
They are introduced to 
more complex techniques. 
 
The Practitioner of Brecht 
is introduced. 

We consider the impact and the 
consequences our choices 
have on others. 
 
Students look at how characters 
are motivated to behave in a 
certain way and the 
consequences their choices 
have. 
 
The Genre of Verbatim Theatre 
is introduced, and they perform 
sections from ‘I love you mum, I 
promise I won’t die’ - Mark 
Wheeller. 
 
The Practitioner of Boal is 
introduced. 

 



  

 

 

 

CURRICULUM PATHWAY FOR Key Stage 4 Performing Arts (Drama) 
 
Qualification Content to be covered Assessment method 
BTEC Level 
2 Technical 
Award in 
Performing 
Arts 

The course consists of three 
components.  
 
Component 1: Exploring the 
Performing Arts Assessment 
type: Internal This 
component will give you an 
understanding of 
practitioners’ work and the 
processes and practices that 
contribute to a range of 
performance styles.  
 
Component 2: Developing 
Skills and Techniques in the 
Performing Arts Assessment 
type: Internal You will take 
part in workshops and 
classes where you will 
develop technical, practical 
and interpretative skills 
through the rehearsal and 
performance process.  
 
Component 3: Performing to 
a Brief Assessment type: 
External Working as part of 
a group, you will develop 
your ideas for a workshop 
performance and apply your 
skills and techniques to 
communicate your creative 
intentions to your audience. 
 
 

 
• Component 1 is worth 30% of 

the course. It is marked by 
the teacher. 

• Complete a project and take 
part in Workshops and 
performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Component 2 is worth 30% of 
the course. It is marked by 
the teacher. 

• Create a scripted 
performance of an existing 
Work for an invited audience. 
Students will complete a 
working diary of the progress 
made. 
 
 
 
 

• Component 3 is worth 40% of 
the course. It is filmed and 
marked by an examiner. 

• Create, develop, rehearse 
and perform a piece of 
original drama based on a 
Brief in a group. A log book 
supports your work. 

 

 


